
People Sleeping Rough in NSW

What the data shows us

TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION 
TOTAL NUMBERS 
2016 

% OF HOMELESS 
PEOPLE IN NSW 

TOTAL NUMBERS 
2011

% INCREASE 
BETWEEN 2011-2016 

People sleeping rough 2,588 7% 1,924 35% 

AGE  
TOTAL 
NUMBERS 
2016 

% OF ENTIRE 
ROUGH SLEEPING 
POPULATION IN 
NSW

% INCREASE 
BETWEEN 
2011-2016

Under 12 129 5% 61%

12-24 208 8% -2%

55 and over 630 24% 63% 

Age of people sleeping rough in NSWSex of people in NSW sleeping rough

SEX
TOTAL 
NUMBERS 
2016

% OF ROUGH 
SLEEPING POP. 
IN NSW 

% INCREASE 
BETWEEN 
2011-2016

Male 1,831 71% 28%

Female 755 29% 56%



COUNTRY OF BIRTH
TOTAL 
NUMBERS 
2016 

% OF ROUGH 
SLEEPING 
POP. IN NSW

Australia 1,564 60%

New Zealand, 
Melanesia and 
Polynesia

105 4%

Europe 120 5%

Africa and the 
Middle East

35 1%

Asia 80 3%

Americas 16 1%

Other 664 26%

Country of birth of people 
sleeping rough in NSW

Aboriginal status of People 
sleeping rough in NSW

STATUS 
TOTAL 
NUMBERS 
2016 

% OF ROUGH 
SLEEPING 
POP. IN NSW

% INCREASE 
BETWEEN 
2011-2016

Aboriginal and/
or Torres Strait 
Islander

363 14% 32%

Non-
Indigenous

1,727 67% 24%

Not stated 498 19% 100%


